GUIDELINES FOR PARISH LITURGY COMMISSION


 ST. MATTHEW’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, LONGVIEW, TEXAS.
INTRODUCTION

"The liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed; at the same time it is the fount from which her power flows. For the aim and object of apostolic works is that all who are made children of God by faith and baptism should come together to praise God in the midst of his Church, to take part in the sacrifice, and to eat the Lord's supper". (CSL #10)

Good liturgy is accomplished when the leaders of the prayer are attentive to its preparation in order to meet the needs of the worshipping community. To accomplish this end a Parish Liturgy Commission is recommended to ensure the fullest use of the liturgical ministries and the "full, conscious, active participation of the faithful." (CSL #14). We are reminded by the Bishops of the Second Vatican Council that "both in attitude and in practice, the liturgical life of a parish must be fostered among the faithful". (CSL #42)

DEFINITION OF DUTIES

A Parish Liturgy Commission (PLC):

· Assesses the needs of the worshiping assembly and provides for ongoing evaluation to see that those needs are being met

· Advises the pastor/pastoral coordinator or sacramental minister and provides direction for those who plan liturgies. Under its leadership, parishioners implement plans for effective liturgical celebrations

· Provides for the liturgical education of all parishioners and promotes the development of competent liturgical ministers,
With the pastor, the PLC implements diocesan policy

· Sets goals for the progress of the liturgical life of the parish as an entity of the Parish Pastoral Council, the PCL maintains constant communications with other parish commissions

MEMBERSHIP/STRUCTURE

The commission should be a reflection of the community which it leads and serves. Its members, therefore, should be representative of the general parish population, be registered parishioners and active in the sacramental life of the community. Since the cooperation of the celebrant is essential to any good liturgical celebration, the pastor/pastoral coordinator and clergy should sit on this commission along with the parish liturgist, music minister, one or several representatives of the liturgical ministers, the Director of Religious Education, the Director of Christian Initiation or a member of the Catechumenate team. In addition, a member of the parish's Spiritual Development Commission and/or Pastoral Council, the art and environment chairperson and at-large members (including a youth) should complete the Commission. From these members and chairperson can be appointed or elected. The Commission should meet regularly. Prior to these meetings, a core committee, consisting of the pastor/pastoral coordinator, liturgist, musician and chair should meet toset the agenda for the PLC. Prayer should always be an integral part of every meeting. Each meeting's agenda should include study and formation in the principles of the liturgy, a method of evaluating prior celebrations, discussion and future planning. The core committee should be open to the suggestions of the commission as well as individual parishioners (Canon 212.2).

FORMATION AND TRAINING

Good decision-making comes out of study and knowledge of the liturgy, therefore, the spiritual and liturgical formation of the commission members is basic including the following:

† The scope and sequence of the liturgical year

† The basic structure of the Mass

† The format of the Lectionary and sacramentary

† A working knowledge of the liturgical documents

Members need to be familiar with the various sacramental rites of the church especially the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Attendances at diocesan, regional and national workshops on liturgy are a means to this formation and should be supported as far as possible by the parish.

REQUIREMENTS

Initially, the pastor/pastoral coordinator may wish to appoint parish members based on their experience, qualifications and compatible personalities. Then, the usual process of nomination or application, review and election or selection-by-lot may occur. A fair, complete and written description of the responsibilities of members should be available to each interested parishioner. Terms would not normally exceed three years with provision made for the orderly, expiration of terms in various years.

RESOURCES

The Diocesan Liturgical Commission advises and serves the Bishop and is pleased to act as model and resource to parish commissions. (CSL #45)

Upon request of the parish, the Office of Worship offers training sessions for parish leaders and can provide a "start-up" package containing a sample meeting

agenda/format, job descriptions, prayers and evaluation forms.

PUBLICATIONS

USCCB

· General Instruction of the Roman Missal by, Congregation For Divine Worship and The Discipline Of The Sacraments

· Instruction on the Eucharist (Redemptionis sacramentum) by Congregation For Divine Worship And The Discipline Of The Sacraments

· Introduction to the Order of Mass by Bishops Committee on the Liturgy, USCCB

· Book of Readings on the Eucharist by Bishops Committee on the Liturgy,

· USCCB

· Thirty-One Questions on Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament by Bishops

· Committee on the Liturgy, USCCB

· Co-Workers in the Vineyard, USCCB

· United States Catholic Catechism for Adults, USCCB

· Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Vatican Council II

· The Liturgy Documents Third Edition, Liturgy Training Publications:

· Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy

· General Instruction on the Roman Missal with the US Appendix

· Lectionary for Mass - An Introduction

· General Norms for the Liturgical Year

· Ceremonial of Bishops (excerpts);

· Directory for Masses with Children

· This Holy and Living Sacrifice:

· Directory for the Celebration and Reception of Communion under Both Kinds

· Music in Catholic Worship

· Liturgical Music Today

· Environment and Art in Catholic Worship

· Fulfilled in Your Hearing: The Homily in the Sunday Assembly

· Other Books

· How Not to say Mass, Revised Edition by Dennis C. Smolarski, S.J. Paulist Press, 2003

· Liturgy Made Simple by Mark Searle, The Liturgical Press, 1981

· How to Form a Parish Liturgy Board by Yvonne Cassa and Joanne Saunders, LTP 1986

· Liturgy Committee Basics by Thomas Baker and Frank Ferrone, The Pastoral Press 1988

· The Rites I & II, Liturgical Press 1994

· Book of Blessings, Catholic Book Publishing 1989

· The Assembly Celebrates - Gathering the Community for Worship by James Challancin, Paulist Press, 1990

· Sunday Liturgy Can be Better by Bishop Kenneth Unterner, St. Anthony Messenger Press, 1980

· Websites

· Diocese of Tyler www.dioceseoftyler.org

· United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee on the Liturgy

· http://www.usccb.org/liturgy/

· Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions (FDLC) www.fdlc.org

· The Southwest Liturgical Conference (SWLC) www.swlc.org

      Source: Diocese of Austin, Texas.
