5th Lent (2020) A: Hear His Word to Live thru Our Death

A few years ago, a family driving their kids down the road and as they
approached a bridge the kids would hold their breath. The dad asked
them why they were doing that, and they said that holding their breath
would keep them from dying as they went under the bridge. That was
“cute” answer; but then | read about a 19-year-old man who fainted while
holding his breath (for the very same reason) as he drove through a
tunnel northwest of Portland, Oregon causing a 3-car crash.

Death is unstoppable whether you hold your breath or not. Everything
and everyone has an expiry date. All that is born will die one day. On a
tombstone read “l expected this but not yet”. The question | need to
ask is this, are you dead or living? | mean really, if you are dead you
don’t need health; you need life! If you are hearing me or reading this,
you aren’t physically dead. "How to live thru our death and decay? Jesus
is the only one give 'life in place of death'.

Dead people walking:(Zombies) We constantly meet the walking dead
around us. i.e. spiritually dead. (Eph. 2: 1-5) Zombies are made up to
look just horrific and gross. (e.g Santa muerte) Jesus encountered the
walking dead during His ministry. Jesus called them white washed tombs
full of dead men’s bones. Mat.23:25-28. Why?

a. Dead people have no Appetites: Lack of appetite for God. It does
mean lack of appetite for the church. Let us not get confused between
appetite for the church and God.

To diagnose your appetite- either food or intellectual or spiritual, just see
your desire to be fed...on what? You hear today: “I love God but not the
church”. People who come to the church week by week love the church
and do not live their love for God. Their appetites vary.

b. Dead people have no Activity: The nineteenth century
philosopher, Jeremy Bentham, said in his will that when he died his
entire estate was to be given to the University Hospital in London on
the condition that his body be preserved and placed in attendance at
all the hospital’s board meetings. Even today, his body sits in a chalir,
dressed in early nineteenth century gentleman’s wear. Every year
Bentham is wheeled up to the board table and the chairman says,
“‘Jeremy Bentham, present but not voting.” Jeremy Bentham will
never raise his hand in response; he will never submit a motion -
because he has been dead for nearly a 160 years.

Dead people once they died they become motionless. They are without
activity. In the same way the spiritually dead person is usually without
activity for God. God comes the last priority in their lives, after work
sports, hobbies, television, friends, fishing, etc.

c) Dead People Have No Direction: Many people sense a lack of
spiritual direction in their life but it's cause they haven’t asked the way.
If you want to know where God wants you, you have to ask. A man
passed away and a letter was sent to his address by the Department




of Social Services. It read as follows: "Your food stamps will be
stopped effective this month because we received notice that you
passed away. You may reapply if there is a change in your
circumstances."

Talk to God (prayer). James 1.5 If you need wisdom, ask,” A sign of
spiritual deadness is a lack of spiritual growth or spiritual direction. God
gives life in place of death. Lazarus was dead; the disciples told him;
Martha and Mary said that if He had been here, he would not have died;
but live. God does not direct the dead; because they’re not going
anywhere. If you want to live, God will bring you from your graves and
give new life.

d) Dead People have No Love:

Several years ago, the Texas State News Network reported about a
man in California who beat his wife to death, then committed suicide
by having a head on collision with another car on the freeway, in
which the other driver was also killed. The man left a taped message
for his children in which he said that he hoped they would remember
him as “a good person.”

Dead people can’t express their love and neither do dead churches. We
are meant ultimately to produce Love. A love that touches people and
communities the Lord Jesus Christ. How to fix their internal deadness:
He will open our dead spots (graves); put His spirit (light); settle on the
land (new life).

Conclusion: How can live thru our death? (2" reading)

Very simple, when you are dead what you need more than anything is
to be alive. We need to do CPR from Holy Spirit. Where do | get life
from?” Jesus answers, John 11:25-26; John 14:6 “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.
John 6:48 Yes, | am the bread of life!

Life can only be given by the life-giver and that is Christ. He gives life,
not in teaspoons or buckets or 100 gallon drums “I have come that they
may have life, have it more abundantly.” Jn 10:10

Steve Jobs the computer whiz needed of an expert who could help
him take his Apple Computers into the ring against IBM. John Sculley
at age 38, had been Pepsi-Cola’s youngest president; a successful
man; he became the target of Steve Jobs attention. Steve offered lots
of money; but John wined and dined. Finally, Steve Jobs threw out a
question, “Do you want to spend the rest of your life selling sugared
water or do you want a chance to change the world? It was that
single, piercing question which leveraged the greatest weight in John
Sculley’s decision to leave his security at Pepsi and go to Apple for
an opportunity to “change the world.” Knowing that we have room for
growth and improvement, don't just settle in it. Let the Lord open our
graves and fill us with His Spirit. Let us find a NEW LIFE.




52 Cuaresma A: Escucha su Palabra para Vivir hasta la Muerte
Hace unos afios, una familia conducia a sus hijos por el camino y
cuando se acercaban a un puente los nifios contenian la respiracion. El
padre les pregunté por qué estaban haciendo eso, y dijeron que
contener la respiracion evitaria que murieran al pasar por debajo del
puente. Esa fue una respuesta "linda"; pero luego lei sobre un hombre
de 19 afos que se desmayd mientras contenia la respiracion (por la
misma razén) mientras conducia a través de un tdnel al noroeste de
Portland, Oregon, causando un accidente de 3 autos.

La muerte es imparable si aguantas la respiracién o no. Todo y todos
tienen una fecha de caducidad. Todo lo que nazca morira algun dia.
En una lapida, lee "esperaba esto, pero aun no". La pregunta que
debo hacer es esta: ¢ estas muerto o vivo? Quiero decir realmente,
si estds muerto no necesitas salud; jnecesitas vida! Si me estas
escuchando o leyendo esto, no estas fisicamente muerto. "¢ Como
vivir a través de nuestra muerte y decadencia? JesUs es el (inico que
da 'vida en lugar de muerte'.

Gente muerta caminando:(Zombis) Nos  encontramos
constantemente con los muertos vivientes que nos rodean. es decir,
espiritualmente muerto. (Ef. 2: 1-5) Los zombis estan hechos para
parecer horribles y asquerosos. (por ejemplo, Santa muerte) Jesus
encontré a los muertos vivientes durante su ministerio. Jesus los
llamé tumbas blancas llenas de huesos de hombres muertos.
Mat.23: 25-28. ¢ Por qué?

a. Los muertos no tienen apetito: falta de apetito por Dios. Significa
falta de apetito por la iglesia. No nos confundamos entre el apetito
por la iglesia y Dios. Para diagnosticar su apetito, ya sea comida o
intelectual o espiritual, simplemente vea su deseo de ser alimentado
... ¢,de qué? Hoy escuchas: "Amo a Dios pero no a la iglesia". Las
personas que vienen a la iglesia semana a semana aman a la iglesia
y no viven su amor por Dios. Sus apetitos varian.

b. Las personas muertas no tienen actividad:

Las personas muertas una vez que mueren quedan inméviles. No
tienen actividad. De la misma manera, la persona espiritualmente
muerta generalmente no tiene actividad para Dios. Dios es la dltima
prioridad en sus vidas, después del trabajo, deportes, pasatiempos,
televisién, amigos, pesca, etc.

c) Las personas muertas no tienen direccién: muchas personas
sienten la falta de direccion espiritual en sus vidas, pero es porque
no han preguntado el camino. Si quieres saber dénde te quiere Dios,
tienes que preguntar. Un hombre fallecid y el Departamento de
Servicios Sociales envié una carta a su direccién. Decia lo siguiente:
"Sus cupones de alimentos se suspenderan este mes porque




recibimos un aviso de su fallecimiento. Puede volver a presentar una
solicitud si hay un cambio en sus circunstancias".

Habla con Dios (oracion). Santiago 1: 5 Si necesita sabiduria,
pregunte: "Una sefial de muerte espiritual es la falta de crecimiento
espiritual o direccion espiritual. Dios da la vida en lugar de la muerte.
Lazaro estaba muerto; los discipulos le dijeron; Marta y Maria dijeron
que si El habia estado aqui, no habria muerto; pero vive. Dios no
dirige a los muertos; porque no irdn a ninguna parte. Si quieres vivir,
Dios te traera de tus tumbas y te dara nueva vida.

d) Las personas muertas no tienen amor:

Hace varios afos, la Red de Noticias del Estado de Texas informd
sobre un hombre en California que matd a golpes a su esposa, Yy
luego se suicid6 al chocar de frente con otro automovil en la
autopista, en el que el otro conductor también murié. El hombre dejé
un mensaje grabado para sus hijos en el que dijo que esperaba que
lo recordaran como "una buena persona". Las personas muertas no
pueden expresar su amor y tampoco las iglesias muertas. Estamos
destinados en Ultima instancia a producir amor. Un amor gue toca a
las personas y comunidades del Sefior Jesucristo. Cémo arreglar su
muerte interna: El abrird nuestros puntos muertos (tumbas); poner
su espiritu (luz); instalarse en la tierra (nueva vida).

Conclusion: ¢(C6mo podemos vivir hasta nuestra muerte?
(Segunda lectura) Muy simple, cuando estds muerto, lo que
necesitas mas que nada es estar vivo. Necesitamos hacer RCP del
Espiritu Santo. ¢De donde obtengo la vida? Jesus responde, Juan
11: 25-26; Juan 14: 6 “Yo soy el camino, la verdad y la vida. Nadie
puede venir al Padre sino por mi. Juan 6:48 {Si, soy el pan de vida!
La vida solo puede ser dada por el dador de vida y ese es Cristo. El
da vida, no en cucharaditas o cubos o en bidones de 100 galones
"He venido para que tengan vida, la tengan en abundancia". Jn 10:10
Steve Jobs, el experto en informatica, necesitaba un experto que
pudiera ayudarlo a llevar sus computadoras Apple al ring contra IBM.
John Sculley a los 38 afios, habia sido el presidente mas joven de Pepsi-
Cola; un hombre exitoso; se convirtié en el blanco de la atencién de
Steve Jobs. Steve ofreci6 mucho dinero; pero John comié y comié.
Finalmente, Steve Jobs lanzé una pregunta: “4 Quieres pasar el resto de
tu vida vendiendo agua azucarada o quieres tener la oportunidad de
cambiar el mundo? Fue esa pregunta Unica y penetrante la que
aprovecho6 el mayor peso en la decision de John Sculley de dejar su
seguridad en Pepsi e ir a Apple para tener la oportunidad de "cambiar
el mundo". Sabiendo que tenemos espacio para el crecimiento y la
mejora, no se conforme con eso. Deje que el Sefior abra nuestras
tumbas y nos llene de Su Espiritu. Encontremos una NUEVA VIDA.



